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| REAGAN SEEN ASKING OPEN MILITARY AID FOR CONTRAS v FILE UN[Y
BY ROBERT PARRY o
WASHINGTON . ’

Fresidgent Reagan 1s expected to ask Congress soon for apen mIIItafy ard to
Nicaraguan repels, in an amount ranging trom $Z5 miILion ta $5U million,
agministration and congressional ofticials sard Tuesday.

1t approved, 1t would be the First open mylitary aid that the United States
Nas given the repels ¥ighting Kicaragua's Leftist Sandinista government. The
Insurgents _ known as Contras _ recelved an estimated $8U miIlion In covert
CTA assistance trom 19817 to 1984. S ' :

“It would Be tantamount to recognizing (the repels) as a government in
exile,” said one well-placed congressional source. ‘

The oFficials, who discussed the expected ald proposal on condition of
anonymity, put the Tikely miIitary aid request at from %75 million to §50
#IliTon, with additional funds anticipated for non-Iethal assistance. Repel
‘leagers have been seeking as much as $1UU milIvon. '

Angther source close to the administration said the wWhite House had seriously
consygered the $TUU milIton ¥igure ang planned to renew a tight ta IItt a
congressional Ban on covert UTA ‘tunds ¥ar the Contras. That would allow farger
amounts than the public aid to Ylow to ‘the rebels. ' :

Administration spokesmen said President Reagan had yet to give tinal approval
to any aid pian, but agded that chances tor passage appear to be petter than
fast year when Congress rejected Ietnal aid But granted $Z7 mifiion in
“humanitarian® aid. , : :

~ "0On Caprtol WITI, there's a BIt of a shift of attitudes about the
Sandinistas,™ saig White House spokesman Edward Djerejian, cIting congressional
concern over Nicaraguan government crackdowns on civil Iiberties and 1ts

stockprie ot Soviet weapons.

But one adgministration Iobbyist $ald the white House was “more optimistic but
--. NOL sanguine™ apout Its chances of convincing the Democratic-controlled
House to reverse 1ts opposition to military aid ¥or the rebels.

‘ Angther administration o¥¥icidl saig that to win approval of the lethal aid,
| the president *WwiLl have to weigh in heavily” in Loobying Congress. '
| .

The otticials said the renewed aid package was prepared by an agministration
| ~ fask torce Invalving the National Security Council, State Department, the
: Pentagon ang inteélligence agencies.

Although contending that the repel forces continued to grow during the cutoty
of military aid, agministration of¥icials said the Sandinistas have hurt the
tontras oy empfoying Soviet-bullt Mi-Z4 helicopter gunships and gther
sophisticated weapons. : , »

__The Tontras ciaim a combined force of maore than 70,000 men but some U.S.
0fficials have put the actual number of Fighters at less than half that.

The rebels nave Flso been harmed by continuing divisions within their ranks.
The agministration has funnéled ‘the non-Iethal ald exclusively through the
United Nrcaraguan Upposition, an umbrella group dominated By the Honduran-pased
Nicaraguan Democratic Force, FON, the largest U.S.-dacked army.

. A rival ?b(ce,_fﬁe_tbsta'Rican4nased“RevdIutiohary'Uemocratrc Alliance, ARDE,
led py tormer Sandinista commander Tden Pastora, has been denied any assistance.
Une congressional aide, who asked not to be identi¥ied, saig some moderate
¥ anad conservative members ot (ongress mIght OppOSe any ald 1F fhe assisfance v
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